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October 1,2010

Kent Lewandowski
Jeramiah Dean
Sierra Club - Northern Alameda County Group
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Sulte I
Berkeley, C494702

Dear Messrs. Lewandowski and Dean:

As long-time stewards of Knowland Park, we read with interest your recent Yodeler

article "Zoo or Open Space? Protect Oakland's Largest Park." We are pieased to share

with your members that the Zoo's proposecl improvements to Knowland Park do not
cr.eate a choice between the two. Rather, the project achrally will allow the Zoo to better

manage and continue to enhance the area's open sPace.

We appreciated the opportllnity to share our vision Jor the project with the Northern
Alameda County Chapter in |une and welcome a chance to further engage yoUI

members to help clafily the Zoo's plans and the process we have undertaken with the

City of Oakland to continue to protect and presewe l(nowland Park.

We know that Northern California's precious biodiversity is one of the world's "hot
spots" facing urgentneed for protection. By realizing the vision of the Califomia Traii
Exhibit, the Oakland Zoo will enhance the 56-acre, 1998 Ciry Council approved Zoo
footprint in Knowland Park wlth 30+ acres of open space habitat and set the stage for
approximately 20-acres of new exhiblts. With an enrphasis on science education and
conservation of local species, the project has been thoughtfully designed to integrate

native animals such as the grizzlybear, black bear, and jaguar, while providing
opportunities to rehabilitate and reinhoduce threatened or eRdangered species,like the

California Condor and the WesternPond Turtle, Diverse native plantlife and rich, local
cultural history will add to the hillside vistas and park experience.

The California Trail Exhibit will preserve and protect Knowland Park by expanding the

world of science educaHon and conservation to residents of Oakland, the Greater Bay

Area and beyond. The prnject will inspire the 600,000 people who corne to the Zoo

every year to learn about how to preserve and protect our enviroirment within the

unparalled setting of Knowland Park.

Conservation and sustainability of California's ecosystems ale an over-riding theme of

the California Trail Exhibit, illustrating the changes in our state's flora and fauna.

Communit3r gtoups, local youth, and other volunteers witl be invited into an exhibit
declicated to the removal of non-natives and the cultivation of native plants to testore

and protect habitat. This fence-protected and non-developed "EcologkalRecovery
Zone" wil1 be created, sustained and monitoredby Zoo staff and volunteers, offering a
hands-on conservation experience ffiat encourages habitat for birds, pollinators, and

other species.
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Additionally, the California Trail Exhibit will offer holistic support of our conservation
parbrerships with wildlife organizations through skilled shff time, veterinary support
in the field and on site, and, rnost importantly, by providing a public plaform for
ouheach and education. These parbrerships include;

r Sonoma State University to conserve Western Pond Turtles through
their successful Headstart Program

o Ventana Wildlife Society to help the California Condor through
veterlnarY suPPort

. Felidae Conservation Fund's Bay Area Puma Froject to st'udy

Mountain Lion behavior in the Santa Cruz Mountains
r Aciditional conservation efforts around the Gray Wolf, lagua4 Grizzly

and Black Bears

The proposed revisions to the California Trail Exhibit are subject to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The City of Oakland, as the lead agency, is

conducting an exhaustive environmental review o{ the Zos's proposecl plan, including,
among other topics, those mentioned in youl story "air quality, traffic, watersheds,

nativeplants and aninals andridgeline vistas." The City's env:ronmental
review, basecl on extensive expert studies, will include nritigation measures to ensure

environmental protection at all levels. Additionally, the City's envfuonmental revierru

will be subject to public review as required by CEQA. The Zso believes it laas an

environmentally and ecdlogically enhanced project today compared wit}r its 1998

approval. For exarrrple, the previously approved toop road and passenger buses are

proposed for replacement with an all-electric, quiet gondola transporiati'on system

iequiring significant$ reduced ground disturbance. The Zos has held nlr:rrelous public

meetings to review out plan and we continue to welcome community input.

We believe the Zoo's goals for the California Trail Exhibit closely alignwifh the Sierra

C1ubis objecHve to "piotect communities, wild places, and the planet ibelf"' We invite

your menbers to visit and learn nlore about the Zoo's proposed plans at

www.itsyourzoo.otgand join in the dialog of how we may work together to achieve

our nrutual objective fsr Oakland the Bay Area and the planel You also may lonlct
Nik Haas-Dehejia, Director of Skategic Initiatives, directly at 510.632'9525 x138 or by
email at communityinput@oakiandzoo.org.

Executive Director
Oakland Zoof EastBay Zoo\ogical Society
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